The Right Hon Jacqui Smith MP

Secretary Of State For The Home Office

3rd Floor

Peel Buildings

2 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DF

Fax: 0870 336 9031

E-mail: privateoffice.external@homeoffice.gsi.uk

Dear Home Secretary,

                               Re: Christopher George (Home Office Ref: G1125538/3) and Calvin George (Home Office Ref: G1125540/2), due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Sunday 10th February 2008

Christopher and Calvin George, two brothers from Pakistan, first came to the UK on student visas in 2004. They have been studying in England for the last three years.

The rest of their family is also in the UK, having claimed asylum in 2004.  The family left Pakistan to escape death threats and persecution for their Christian beliefs.

Despite evidence of the personal danger, which they would face if they were returned to Pakistan, they are currently due to deported on Sunday 10th February at 17:00 on PIA Flight PK788 from London to Karachi.

Christopher and Calvin have been in the Detention Fast Track system since claiming asylum before Christmas.

Christopher and Calvin’s case was recently highlighted on BBC Radio 4’s “Law In Action” programme, in which Keith Vaz MP, Chairman of the Home Affairs Select Committee, admitted that “the government is cutting corners” with the Detention Fast Track system, and that “If we are true to the spirit and the letter of the international obligations we have, then people have a right to put their case properly, dealt with by solicitors who are well resourced and are experts in this field.  And unfortunately, this is not happening at the moment.”

It is certainly not happening in the case of Christopher and Calvin George. They are due to be deported now even though the European Court has not yet considered their case.

The family have submitted a case for Leave to Remain on compassionate grounds, which is supported by a petition of over 1,500 names from their local community.  To deport the two sons while this is still being considered would be yet another unjust twist in a most unjust tale.

I urge you to use your discretionary powers to stop this deportation and to allow these two young men and their family to remain in the UK.

Yours Sincerely,
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