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® Groups and individuals have
pledged money to build 23 rooms
in the college

® \¥e raised more than £29,000

from events and donations

® \¥e have also raised the money
to cover the set-up costs of five
village sewing schools

Our target for rebuilding Sheffield
Girls’ College, Bagh is £300,000

How you can help us

® Can you sponsor a classroom for
£1,597? A plaque inside will dedicate the
room to the person or group of your
choice.

® Give a donation in kind or in cash,
whatever you can afford.

® Adopt a sewing school or buy a
machine.

@ Volunteering your time, raising funds
and organising events

® Invite speakers to your association,
trade union or group. We can bring a
DVD to show, either of the original trip
or this summer’s teaching project.

® Arrange to show our photographic
exhibition in your workplace, school or
neighbourhood.

The first delegation: Julia Armstrong, Shahbaz
Ramzan, Ishtiaq Ahmed, Abdul Assim, Wajid
Mamaod, Maxine Bowler,Mohammed Maroof,
Phil Turner and helpers

Get in touch with Kashmir Earthquake Relief Fund

Kashmir Earthquake Relief Fund (Sheffield),
c/o Kashmir Educational Trust, 61 Carlisle
Street East, Sheffield, $4 7QN.

Tel 0114 272 8811 Mobile 07916 284009
Email: assim52@hotmail.com

Make cheques out ta Kashmir Earthquake
Relief Fund (Sheffield) and send to the address
above, or you can pay maney into Unity
Bank account number 20166539, sort code
086001.

bsite: www.

ireducationaltrust.org.uk

KASHMIR EARTHQUAKE
RELIEF FUND (SHEFFIELD)

Help us to rebuild Sheffield Girls” College,
Bagh, Azad Kashmir (Pakistan)

et

Teachers from South and West
Yorkshire who visited Bagh, Azad
Kashmir this summer to offer
courses in English and IT skills,
pictured here with students outside
the tented classrooms in the ruins
of the girls’ college.

This is where we want to rebuild
the college, which will be renamed
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Sheffield Girls” College, Bagh, with
our appeal to raise £300,000.
Bagh was one of the worst-hit
cities in the earthquake in October
2005, which killed at total of
86,000 people - a quarter of them
young people - and displaced four
million. Around 30,000 faced a
second winter in tents in 2006.
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Teacher Ros Hancock tells how she raised money to
help set up the sewing project:

“When | lold some friends about my Lrip 1o
Kashimir one suggested raising money through eBay.
So | asked friends to donate anything | could sell
Rebecea, a cofleague at work. asked if Id take any-
thing. "As long as it's not breekable or heavy”. |
said. “ON”, said Rebecca, “you won't want my
great-aunt’s Spode dinner service then.” “Nothing
breakable or heavy except Spode dinner services.”
Rebecca brought several large boxes round. She
wanted the money to go lo the sewing project as
her great-aunt had been interested in needlecrafls.

1 divicled the china inla 12 lols

“The camp is in an incredibly beautiful mountain area
and the sun beat down on us on Christmas morning as
Abdul and his friend showed us cne school that col-
lapsed. There had been three schaols and the other
two plummeted down the hillside into the river below.
Abdul still treks to school in Muzaffarabad from the
camp. The scheol has now been set up in tenis.”

- Julia Armstrong, Sheffield Star

“Whatever the TV piciures and news bulletins report
it is a hundred times worse. Hundreds of smashed
buildings remain frozen in time. few sites yet
cleared. The magnitude of the devastation shocks
and angers us all. Not enough has been done.™

~ Phil Turner, Rotherham Advertiser
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Our sewing school project takes shape

Sewing schools were
set up this summer in
five villages in the
Bagh area by Mrs
Kubra Assim to help
young women who
lost family in the
earthquake learn a
valuable skill and earn
money. The scheme
also employs five
teachers.

Half an hour before the auc-
tions ended. | logged on 1o
eBay ta watch. The tofal
came to £955! There were
some fees to pay, 5o it mace
a profit of £918.

1 told Rebecca and suggested
that she might not want to
donate the whole amount.
But she was a star and said
no. she was really pleased.

We even got a donation from one buyer. 5o our
final profit was £934.50. It was quite a lot of work.
but Boy! Was it worth it

Press coverage of our group’s work

“Abdul Assim, who has taught at Sheffield College in
Yorkshire for 15 years, led & delegation to the dev-
astated Kashmir region... When he saw the ccllege
in Bagh recuced tc a pile of rubble. with only the
iron entrance gates left standing, he decided on a
campaign Lo help the stricken community.”

- Times Education Supplement

“Kashmir has become a forgotten disaster — a huge
refugee camp abandoned by the world's rulers and
ignored by the media corporations, The scale of the
misery. with thousands of wrecked buildings.
starvation. cold and discase, and the pitiful interna-
tional response — a fraction of what is needed —
demand to be exposed.”

= Phil Turner in The Journalist union magazine

Coun Jackie Drayton and the winner of eur grand prize draw

Kashmir Earthquake Relief Fund
(Sheffield) was set up afler a group from
Sheffield, pulled together by Kashmir
Educational Trust, an organisation work-
ing with the city’s Kashmiri origin com-
munity, went to Azad Kashmir to take
aid and see what needed to be done.
The group spent a week touring the area
over Christmas 2005 and decided to take
on a long-term project to help the area
recover from the devastation of the
October earthquake.

As a small group we could not hope to
tackle the more immediate problems, ie
water supply and shelter. that are best
done by established charities.

We wanted to set up our own appeal so
that people can see what happens to
their money and how it is being used.
As 19,000 killed were children, we
thought it was important to help young
peaple and girls in particular, because of
their key role in bringing up the next
generation and because it is harder for
girls to get access to education.

We have set up a range of fundraising
events.

These started with street collections in
Sheffield in the weeks after the earth-

Many thanks to the Lord
Mayor for her support

Sheffield Lord Mayor, Coun Jackie
Drayton, has been a great sup-
porter of our college project,
naming it one of her three Lord
Mayor’s charities.

We very much look forward to
her travelling to Bagh in April
2007 to lay the foundation stone
for the college.
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quake, and have included charity dinners,
a sponsored walk to the city centre
where people made the shape of a giant
K for Kashmir. a big prize draw, spon-
sored runners in two half-marathons and
a sponsored rowing machine marathon
by Sheffield firefighters that took place in
a supermarket.

We have also had donations from
schools, individuals, businesses and trades
unions. One man gave money pledged
instead of 60th birthday gifts!

One of our main fundraising ideas was
for individuals or groups to sponsor a
classroom at a cost of £1,597.

The classrooms will have a plaque on
themn, saying who has sponsored them.

‘The glant K for Kashimir in the Peace Gardens.
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